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The evolution of the 
EuMW and EuMA

Roberto Sorrentino

Special EuMC Session on the 20th anniversary of the 
European Microwave Week
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2 It all started in …  
1969
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The EuMC: 1969-1997

1. 1969 London
2. 1971 Stockholm
3. 1973 Brussels 
4. 1974 Montreux
5. 1975 Hamburg
6. 1976 Rome
7. 1977 Copenaghen
8. 1978 Paris
9. 1979 Brighton
10.1980 Warsawa
11.1981 Amsterdam
12.1982 Helsinki
13.1983 Nurenberg

14.1984 Liège
15.1985 Paris
16.1986 Dublin
17.1987 Roma
18.1988 Stockholm
19.1989 London
20.1990 Budapest
21.1991 Stuttgart
22.1992 Helsinki
23.1993 Madrid
24.1994 Cannes
25.1995 Bologna
26.1996 Prague
27.1997 Jerusalem
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until in 1998 came…
...the first European Microwave Week
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The EuMC/EuMW in the EuMA years: 1998-2018

This was a good start
but

the survival of EuMW was not so obvious:
- Management Committee of the EuMW had no legal status
- Financial reserves were just around 40k€ (the profit from 

EuMW 1998)
- Need to keep low registration fees, particularly for students.
- Unsatisfactory behaviour of the PCO (Professional Conf. 

Org.), no transparency, not good performance in many
details

The foundation of a legal association (EuMA) was
instrumental for the survival of EuMW
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The EuMC/EuMW in the EuMA years: 1998-2018

• 1998 Amsterdam
• 1999 Munich
• 2000 Paris
• 2001 London
• 2002 Milano
• 2003 Munich
• 2004 Amsterdam
• 2005 Paris
• 2006 Manchester
• 2007 Munich
• 2008 Amsterdam
• 2009 Rome
• 2010 Paris

• 2011 Manchester
• 2012 Amsterdam
• 2013 Nuremberg
• 2014 Rome
• 2015 Paris 
• 2016 London
• 2017 Nuremberg
• 2018 Madrid
• 2019 Paris
• 2020 Utrecht
• 2021 London
• 2022 Rome
• 2023…..
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Evolution of EuMA
• EuMA foundation: International non profit organization 

with the scope of “promoting European microwaves…”
Governing bodies:
• General Meeting (later: Assembly): 16 members 
• Board of Directors: 6 members, (1 appointed by MTT)
• Chairman (then President): R. Sorrentino until 2009

1998 -

2003 -
2004 -

2006 -
2007 -

Towards a renewed EuMA
• New GA Constitution (14 Groups of Countries, 30 members)
• Individual EuMA Membership introduced
• DVD Archive (1969-2003)
• Proceedings of the EuMA (2004-2007, then IJMWT 2009-…)
• Distinguished Service Award
• Grants (>30) to support participation in EuMW

Own offices in Louvain-la-Neuve
• Agreement with APMC
• Industrial Liaison Committee

Evolution of EuMA 1
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Evolution of EuMA

• W. Heinrich elected EuMA President
• Topical Groups

2010 –

2012 -

2015 -

2017 -

• European Courses on Microwave (EuCoM)
• EuRaMIG initiative as EuMA Topical Group 

• Sister Society Agreement with IEEE MTT-S 
• MoU with EurAAP

2018 -

2019 - • F. Vanden Bogaart elected EuMA President
• European Microwave Conf. in Central Europe (EuMCE)

2008 – • Outstanding Career Award

• Young Professional Round Table started  
• Pioneer Award
• White Paper "For a strong & competitive European 

wireless technologies ecosystem"

Evolution of EuMA 2
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General Assembly Constitution 2003

1 France, Monaco
2 Germany
3 Italy, San Marino, Vatican City
4 United Kingdom, Gibraltar, Malta
5 Belgium, The Netherlands, Luxembourg, Ireland

6 Denmark, Faroes, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, 
Norway, Sweden

The General Meeting (GM) of the European Microwave Association is the highest
governing body of theAssociation.
2003 constitution: 24 members, 13 ex-officio, 11 ordinary members representing (groups) of
Countries.

7 Albania,Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 
Hungary, Romania, Moldova

8 Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Ukraine

9 Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Slovenia, Yugoslavia, 
Israel, Turkey

10 Russia, Belarus
11 Spain, Portugal, Andorra, Austria, Switzerland, 

Liechtenstein

1. Board of Directors (Chairman + 5 members - 1 appointed by 
IEEE MTT):

6 members

2. Founder members R. Sorrentino, L. Ligthart and A. Vander 
Vorst, A. Madjar, H. Meinel, S. Nightingale

3 members

3. IEEE Region 8 rep. Modelski 1 member
4. EuMW Chairmen Past, present, next 3 members
Total 13 members

(maximum 16 if 1. does 
not include any of 2.)

Evolution of EuMA 3
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Greetings

European Microwave Association

Roberto Sorrentino
EuMA President
(1998-2009)

Evolution of EuMA 4
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Evolution of EuMA
December 31th, 2017

 
European Microwave Association 

 
 
To the members of the General Assembly  

of the European Microwave Association 

 

Perugia,  May 1st 2004 

 
 On May 1st, the European Union has been enlarged from 15 to 25 members. In this historical day 

I would like to send my best greetings to all of you and, particularly, to those living in the ten new 

countries. I am confident that the EU will grow prosperous and peaceful and, as I have already written 

to you last year, that the EuMA can play its role by strengthening the links among European countries 

and beyond, in the spirit of a peaceful cooperation among all peoples.  

 I take this opportunity to inform you that, as 

a result of opening the Association to general 

membership, the EuMA presently consists of a 

total of 313 members, 27 of which live outside 

Europe, as quoted in the Table. This is a 

significant and very encouraging result for the 

success and future developments of the EuMA. 

I would like to remind you that 2004 

membership is free and still open until 9 August 

2004 (deadline for early registration to EuMW 

2004). After 9 August, 2005 membership will be 

open at the fees of 20€ (10€ for students). I 

therefore recommend you to urge microwave 

scientists and engineers in your country to join 

EuMA using the attached form. The first issue of 

the EuMA Newsletter has been sent out in 

January; the second issue will be distributed in the 

next few days. The DVD archive is being completed and will be made available in October during the 

next European Microwave Week (www.eumwa2004.com).  

I look forward to meeting you in Amsterdam for participating together in a new exciting EuMW. 

 

Roberto Sorrentino 

President EuMA  

Code Countries 

No of 

members 

1 France, Monaco 32 

2 Germany 33 

3 Italy, San Marino, Vatican City  38 

4 
United Kingdom, Ireland, Gibraltar, Malta 

23 

5 Belgium, The Netherlands, Luxembourg 19 

6 Iceland, Norway, Sweden, 12 

7 Finland, Denmark, Greenland, Faroes 11 

8 
Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Slovakia, 

Hungary, Romania 10 

9 Poland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania 33 

10 Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia 25 

11 

Croatia, Cyprus, Greece, Albania, 

Slovenia, Serbia and Montenegro, 

Bosnia-Herzegovna, Fyr Macedonia, 

Israel, Turkey 18 

12 Russia, Belarus 19 

13 Austria, Switzerland, Liechtenstein  5 

14 Spain, Portugal, Andorra 8 

15 North America 12 

16 Central and South America 0 

17 Africa 6 

18 Asia-Pacific 9 

  Total 313 

1 France**, Monaco
2 Germany** 
3 Italy**, San Marino, Vatican City 

4 United Kingdom*, Ireland*, Gibraltar, Malta

5 Belgium*, The Netherlands*, Luxembourg

6 Iceland, Norway*, Sweden*

7 Denmark*, Faroe Islands, Finland*, Greenland 

8 Bulgaria*, Czech Republic*, Hungary*, Romania, Slovakia

9 Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland* 

10 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine* 

11 Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia*, Cyprus, FYR Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Greece*, Israel*, Serbia*, Slovenia*, Turkey*

12 Belarus, Russia*
13 Austria*, Liechtenstein, Switzerland*
14 Andorra, Portugal*, Spain* 
15 North America
16 Asia-Pacific
17 Africa and Middle East countries
18 Central & South America

New Groups of Countries in the 
General Assembly

Evolution of EuMA 5
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1 France**, Monaco
2 Germany** 
3 Italy**, San Marino, Vatican City 
4 United Kingdom*, Ireland*, Gibraltar, Malta
5 Belgium*, The Netherlands*, Luxembourg
6 Iceland, Norway*, Sweden*
7 Denmark*, Faroe Islands, Finland*, Greenland 

8 Bulgaria*, Czech Republic*, Hungary*, Romania, 
Slovakia

9 Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland* 
10 Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine* 
11 Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia*, Cyprus, FYR 

Macedonia, Montenegro, Greece*, Israel*, Serbia*, 
Slovenia*, Turkey*

12 Belarus, Russia*
13 Austria*, Liechtenstein, Switzerland*
14 Andorra, Portugal*, Spain* 
15 North America
16 Asia-Pacific
17 Africa and Middle East countries
18 Central & South America

The 18 EuMA Geographical Groups 
Represented in the General Assembly (2018)

Evolution of EuMA 6
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EuMA Membership 2004-2017

December 31th, 2017

352 323 358

510

864

978 1009 1014

781
832

954 947 985

1120

2004 
(free)

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Evolution of EuMA 7
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Evolution of EuMA 8
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International Journal of Microwave and 
Wireless Technologies

Almudena Suarez
Editor in Chief
(2003-2018)

Evolution of EuMA 9



European
Microwave
Association

www.eumwa.org

16

EuMA Distinguished Award Medal

… for	outstanding service	for	the	benefit	of	the	Europeanmicrowave community	
and,	in	particular,	for	the	advancementof	the	EuropeanMicrowaveAssociation.	

Evolution of EuMA 10
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Professor Gardiol receiving his Award

Evolution of EuMA 11
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2006-7: EuMA structure and staff

n EuMA office in Louvain la Neuve

n Annemie Van Nieuwerburgh
Headquarters Assistant

n EuMA membership
n EuMA website

Annemie Van Nieuwerburgh Elisa FratticcioliEvolution of EuMA 12
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Annemie Van Nieuwerburgh Elisa Fratticcioli

2018: EuMA Headquarters

Evolution of EuMA 13
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Agreement with APMC (2007)
• 25 % of the contributions to EuMW come from the AP region

• Exchange program of invited speakers has been set up 

Evolution of EuMA 14
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Industrial Liaison Committee (2007) 

• Provides a forum to link the activities of the 
EuMA to industry and exhibitors

• Consists of senior members of industrial 
companies 

• Enhance mutual interaction and promote the 
involvement of industrial partners 

• Headed up by an industrial BoD member

Evolution of EuMA 15



European
Microwave
Association

www.eumwa.org

22
Greetings

European Microwave Association

Wolfgang Heinrich 
EuMA President
(2010-2018)

Evolution of EuMA 16
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Young Professional Round Table

• Working on the future EuMA: 
Young professionals round table
– 10 young colleagues to develop their view on how

EuMA should like in the future
– Agenda developed by the group, no guidelines by

BoD or EuMA
– First activities planned

• Internship award to provide opportunities for students to
spent 3 months at institute/company

• EuMA digital presence

23

Evolution of EuMA 17
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Whitepaper 
For a strong & competitive European 
wireless technologies ecosystem 
July 2018 

White Paper on role and
importance of
microwave/wireless field for
European Economy issued in 
July 2018

Evolution of EuMA 18
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Incoming EuMA
President
(2019-21)

Frank Vanden Bogaart

Evolution of EuMA 19
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EuMCE	Action	Plan/Dates

Evolution of EuMA 20
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EuMCE	Action	Plan/Dates

Evolution of EuMA 21
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Evolution of EuMW
First EuMW as a EuMA event including

– EuMC
– GAAS (with GAAS Association) 
– ECWT (co-sponsored with MTT). 
– Exhibition
– Contract with Miller Freeman (then CMP)

Horizon House replaced CMP as PCO
EuRAD added to EuMW
GAAS became EuMIC (new agreement with GAAS 
Association)

ECWT became EuWiT (100% owned by EuMA)

1998 -

2003 -
2004 -
2006 -

2007 -

Evolution of EuMW 1
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Evolution of EuMW

Student Challenge and Women in Engineering

Defence and Security Forum 

EuWiT absorbed within EuMC

Industrial Career Platform

2008 -

2010 -

2011 -

2013 -

New Conference Software (Converia) replacing
TPMS

2014 -
2016 -

2017 -

Handover meetings formally established
EuMW total attendance first time exceeds 5000

Evolution of EuMW 2
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EuMW Best Paper Prizes
EuMA awards every year a total of 7 Prizes, for the
best contributed papers of the EuMW. Some are
dedicated as Young Engineer Prizes (YEP):

• EuMC Prize 5,000 €

• YEP EuMC 2,000 € (x2)

• EuMIC Prize 3,000 €

• YEP EuMIC 2,000 €

• EuRAD Prize 3,000 €

• YEP EuRAD 2,000 €

Evolution of EuMW 3
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Certificate of the EuMC Microwave Prize
(2003)

2003 MUNICH, GERMANY
6TH EUROPEAN MICROWAVE WEEK

Prof. Dr. Roberto Sorrentino
Chairman 

EuMA General Meeting

Eu MC MICRO WAVE P RIZ E
awarded to

Prof. Dr. Lorenz-Peter Schmidt
Chairman 

TPC-33rd - EuMC

for the paper

No m e  Co g n o m e

t e s t o  t e s t o  t e s t o  t e s t o  t e s t o  t e s t o  t e s t o

Evolution of EuMW 4
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A Young Engineer receiving his YEP 
(Paris 2005)

Evolution of EuMW 5
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Attendance to EuMW

0
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Attendance to EuMW (2003-2017)

Delegates Total

Evolution of EuMW 6
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34

Evolution of EuMW 7
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35 Conclusions
• EuMWand	EuMA:	two parallel extremely
successful initiatives

• EuMWhas rapidly becomea	referenceevent for	
the	microwavecommunity	worldwide

• EuMAhas developednumerous initiatives besides
EuMWto	support the	microwavecommunity

• Reasons for	success:	
– Combination	of	Conference	+Exhibition
– Dedication and	spirit of	friendship among the	founders
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Thank you for your kind
attention!


